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Nature Watch Group (NWG)  

(Queen Thorne) Meeting of Trustees  

Minutes : 5th October 2025  

Location: via internet  

Time: 8.30am-9.15am 

Attending: Kim Creswell (chair), Emma Etherington (treasurer) and Rowan Duffy (administration 
and membership).  

“To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and natural environment 
in the parish of Queen Thorne in particular, but not exclusively, by undertaking research into the 
environment and its’ biodiversity, and disseminating the results for the benefit of the public.” 

• Approval of minutes: 30/5/25.     ACTION: Rowan to add to website  

• NWG Structure:  

Tax return: Emma would like to step down from her role as treasurer and focus more on out-
reach roles. Kim and Rowan will take on treasurer duties for the time being until a treasurer 
is found and thank Emma for her time and dedication in being the founding treasurer of 
NWG.  ACTION: Kim to complete tax return and submit 

Expenses: Expenses for wild summit attendance approved by RC and EE, received by KC 

Trustees agreed that any pre-agreed home printing will have a general expense recognition of 
10pence per sheet. 

NWG balance: two membership fees have been received. Current balance £869.18   ACTION: 
Rowan to write short email of thanks to members who have paid membership fee 

• Membership:  

The group needs more active members in all areas. Rowan requires an administration assist-
ant. A new treasurer is required. The group is keen to encourage and empower anyone who 
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would like works in alignment with the NWG ethos. NWG would also like to encourage satel-
lite groups in local communities, who may find being part of a registered charity useful.   AC-
TION: Rowan to send  short, personalised email to all those on NWGs mailing list with up-
dated Gift Aid form, to include call for volunteers.   Kim to approach https://www.s-
parkachange.org.uk/ and. https://www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk/ . General distribution fly-
ers to be prepared by Rowan. Kim to draft a website page explaining how NWG can work as 
an umbrella organisation.  

• Internet:  

Instagram: Rowan has been doing a great job with the NWG facts posts. Kim has posted pic-
tures of WildSummit. 

Website: Rowan has linked previous newsletters to the website. ACTION: Rowan to add any 
other newsletters to this link.  Rowan to ensure posted minutes are up to date. 

• NWG Working Groups:  

Kick testing: HD and AD have been continuing to kick test the two test sites in Sandford Or-
cas. They currently have both of the NWG testing kits to allow ease of testing and minimal 
risk of cross contamination. We now have three years of data. AD has created bar charts to 
show the findings, which need to be put on the NWG website. Rowan is happy to upload any 
data to Riverfly.  ACTION: Kim to ensure Rowan has most recent results. Kim to refine ADs 
bar charts ready for uploading. 

Photometer: Due to the time taken to prepare reagents and concern over accuracy trustees 
agree that NWG should revert to the one shot vials which NWG originally used. The financial 
outlay is higher but the group agree that under present circumstances it is important to min-
imise volunteer time while ensuring accuracy of testing. Trustees agreed that we should revisit 
the local map of waterways and nominate strategic testing points through out the Parish and 
compile base-line mapping.  ACTION: Emma to find previous emails regarding purchase of 
testing equipment and forward to Kim with a view to assessing how many of what we need to 
order, along with costs. 

Farmland birds: ACTION: Kim to write report on findings of farm obligations to protect 
breeding farmland ground nesting birds, for newsletter and website 

Badger Cull: DEFRA/Natural England  is currently being taken to court by Wild Justice and 
The Badger Trust for issuing culling licences against their own scientific interest. The Gov-
ernment have not yet fulfilled their promise to end the badger cull. There is a debate due to be 
held in parliament about this on 13th October.  There is also concern form leading wildlife 
charities that the Governments proposed planning bill will allow developers to kill and dis-
place badgers. NWG have written to MP Morello asking that he speak up for badgers.  AC-
TION: Watchful waiting 

https://www.sparkachange.org.uk/
https://www.sparkachange.org.uk/
https://www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk/
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Hunting with Hounds Survey: The flyer was designed, approved and printed. Kim has been 
disseminating the flyers and was assisted by member S in door knocking to raise awareness of 
the survey. We have currently had about 45 responses. The survey end date has now been 
altered to 21st December 2025. The Government have not yet fulfilled their promise to end 
trail hunting and there is no sign of them doing so. ACTION: Kim to pass flyers on to Emma 
and Rowan for dissemination. More door knocking to be arranged. Emma to redo a submis-
sion to ensure receipt process is working. 

• NWG Outreach work: 

Trustees agrees that when attending such events it is important to wear the NWG t-shirt and 
be clear about how NWG should be represented. 

Wild Summit, Bristol: Kim represented NWG at the Wild Summit arranged by Wildlife and 
Countryside Link in September. It was a useful and interesting event, a highlight being the 
WildJustice/Lucy Lapwing presentation on the impact of game bird shooting. This is an issue 
extremely pertinent to NWG as there are large amounts of pheasants released in the QT area. 
ACTION: Kim to write report on Wild Summit, and in particular the game bird shooting 
presentation, for newsletter and website 

MP Morello: Kim met with MP Morello for an on-line 30 minute meet and greet, to introduce 
NWG. The meeting was positive and MP Morello requested that we get in touch if NWG re-
quires help with anything. Kim has sent an abridged transcript of the meeting to MP Morello 
and when he has had the chance to respond we will publish that transcript on our Website.  

Sherborne Climate Cafe: Climate Cafe has extended an invitation to join them in a meeting 
with MP Morello in Sherborne to discuss biodiversity and climate. ACTION: Kim has accep-
ted the invitation on behalf of NWG trustees Emma and Rowan, who will attend on behalf of 
NWG. Emma is to prepare a short, referenced question to pose.  Trustees agreed with Emma’s 
suggested question regarding the use of glyphosate based herbicides. Print outs (on NWG 
headed paper) of the question and references will be taken to the meeting, for MP Morello, 
and the organisers. The question (and feedback) will also be shared with members and on the 
NWG website. Emma will note the response to the question. Rowan will take general distribu-
tion flyers and hunting with hounds survey flyers for distribution at the meeting. 

Dorset COP: Kim has been asked by the organisers to partake in a panel discussion about wa-
terways on behalf of NWG, and has accepted that invitation. Kim and Rowan will attend, tak-
ing flyers for distribution 

Members Newsletter:  ACTION: Kim to draft 

End of meeting  


